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Testimony of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
 

Before the 
House Committee on Finance  
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

4:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

 
On the following measure: 

H.B. 66, H.D. 1, RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 
 

Chair Luke and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Kedin Kleinhans, and I am the Executive Officer of the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ (Department) Uniform Athlete Agents Program.  The 

Department supports this bill.   

The purposes of this bill are to: (1) repeal Hawaii Revised Statutes chapter 481E 

and replace it with the new revised “Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act”; (2) expand 

the definition of “athlete agent” to include individuals who, for compensation or the 

anticipation of compensation, serve as financial advisors or business managers to 

student athletes; (3) require reciprocity for athlete agents who are registered in more 

than one state; (4) strengthen requirements for athlete agent contracts; (5) strengthen 

notification requirements; (6) add criminal penalties for athlete agents who encourage 

another individual to take actions on behalf of the agent, which the agent is prohibited 

from taking; and (7) give student athletes a right of action against an athlete agent who 

violates the provisions of the bill. 
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This measure was previously heard during the Regular Session of 2017 (H.B. 

507).  At that time, the Department supported H.B. 507 with suggested amendments 

from the Professional and Vocational Licensing Division and the Regulated Industries 

Complaints Office.  The Department appreciates that its suggested amendments have 

been incorporated into this measure.  Further, this bill expands protections for athletes 

against illegal and unscrupulous acts by athlete agents and financial advisors.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Testimony of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
 

Before the  
House Committee on Finance 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

4:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

 
On the following measure: 

H.B. 66, H.D. 1, RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 
 
Chair Luke and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Esther L. Brown, and I am the Acting Complaints and Enforcement 

Officer of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ (Department) Regulated 

Industries Complaints Office (RICO).  The Department offers enforcement-related 

comments on this bill.  

The purposes of this bill are to: (1) repeal Hawaii Revised Statutes chapter 481E 

and replace it with the new revised “Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act”; (2) expand 

the definition of “athlete agent” to include individuals who, for compensation or the 

anticipation of compensation, serve as financial advisors or business managers to 

student athletes; (3) require reciprocity for athlete agents who are registered in more 

than one state; (4) strengthen requirements for athlete agent contracts; and (5) 

strengthen notification requirements.  

RICO appreciates this measure’s incorporation of amendments that RICO 

proposed to the prior version of this measure (H.B. 507) during the 2017 legislative 
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session, including expanding the definition of “athlete agent” and increasing the civil 

penalty from not more than $25,000 to not more than $50,000 for a violation.   

 “Certified athlete agent” means an individual who is certified to be an athlete 

agent in a sport by a national association that promotes or regulates intercollegiate 

athletics and that establishes eligibility standards for a student athlete’s participation in 

that sport.  RICO cautions that an unscrupulous entity or individual may attempt to 

designate itself as a national association and potentially mislead licensees into believing 

it is authorized to certify them.  While RICO is not presently aware of any third party 

engaging in this type of deceptive conduct, members of the public and licensees could 

be impacted by this type of behavior. 

 RICO defers to the comments made by the Uniform Athlete Agents Program on 

the administration and implementation of this measure. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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HB 66 HD1 – RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 
 
Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the committee: 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this joint testimony from the University of 
Hawai‘i’s athletic departments at Mānoa and Hilo (UHADs) in support of HB 66 HD1.   
 
In 2007, the University of Hawai‘i testified in support of the enactment of the Uniform 
Athlete Agents Act (UAAA) when it was being considered by the legislature.  As 
institutions with significant collegiate athletic programs, both the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa Athletic and Department and the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo Athletic 
Department are very concerned with the eligibility standing, and the best interests, of 
our student-athletes when approached by or working with athletic agents. 
 
The UHADs respectfully request passage of HB 66 HD1 and thank you for your 
consideration of this joint testimony. 
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 Date: 02/20/2019
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Committee: House Finance

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 0066, HD1  RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS.

Purpose of Bill: Adopts the Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act.  Expands the definition 
of "athlete agent" to include individuals who, for compensation, serve a 
student athlete as a financial advisor or business manager.  Requires 
reciprocity for athlete agents who are registered in more than one state.  
Strengthens requirements for athlete agent contracts.  Strengthens 
requirements under which athlete agents shall notify the student 
athlete's educational institution.  (HB66 HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports the intent of HB 66 HD 1. This 
measure recognizes the importance of protecting young student athletes by repealing 
chapter 481E, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and replacing it with a new revised Uniform 
Athlete Agents Act. HB 66 HD 1 increases the effectiveness and scope of the Act’s 
provisions and the ability to impose sanctions for violations in the best interest of student 
athletes.
Hawaii public school athletes retain amateur status when participating and competing in 
high school athletics. If the student athlete enters into a professional contract, the 
student athlete will be ineligible to compete in high school athletics in that sport. 

Although professional student athletes in Hawaii’s elementary, middle and high schools 
are uncommon, this bill will ensure protections for all student athletes statewide from 
illegitimate and unethical business practices from athlete agents. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on HB 66 HD 1.

The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan 
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is 



achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, 
and teacher collaboration.  Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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